EDMUND W. WAKELEE, who became second president of the 36-year-old 
Public Service Corporation of New Jersey last week, when its founder 
and first president, Thomas N. McCarter, was elected board chairman 





Making Bombs—to SAVE Lives 


OT many years ago, sodium lighting was just a 
satisfactory laboratory experiment. Today, its 
efficient, mellow light is turning many miles of once- 
dangerous highways into lanes of safety at night. What 
brought it out of our laboratories 


. 


onto your lines? 
A number of important developments—in glass, for 
example, and in hot cathodes for gas discharges. But 
there was another problem, the solving of which did a 


great deal to make the commercial production of 


sodium lights practicable. 


In manufacturing them, it is necessary to get 1/8oth 
of an ounce of pure sodium into each lamp. But 
sodium is very active chemically, very difficult to 
handle. So General Flectric scientists worked out a 
method of introducing sodium sealed in tiny glass 
bombs. Once in the lamp tube, these sodium bombs are 
exploded by means of induced heat, transmitted by a 
“wireless” process into the tube. And when the bomb 
explodes, sodium is deposited on the walls of the lamp. 


So electric-service companies have at their command 
an efficient light source particularly suited for wide, 
hard-to-light highways. And on many such highways 
where sodium lighting is now installed, it is actual 
proving its ability to save /ives. 


As important to you as the work of far-sighted scien: 
tists who leave the beaten path to make important new 
discoveries is the ingenious work of other scientists 
who turn laboratory ideas into useful products anc 


thus uncover new sources of revenue for you. 

Today, General Electric scientists and engineers, bus} 
both at discovering and inventing, are shortening )) 
many years the time when there will be better servic 


for your customers, new and more efficient load build 


ers for you, and major reductions in your 

costs. The results of this continuing work 

extra values which come to you with your purchase 
of General Electric equipment. 
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Plans Near Completion 


for Annual E.EI. Meet 


Interesting program being prepared for convention to be held in 


New York June 


6-8 — Carlisle to give views 


on outlook for utilities 


Plans for the annual convention of 
the Edison Electric Institute to be held 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, April 6-8, are nearing comple- 
tion. Three general sessions will be 
held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day mornings and a luncheon meeting 
on Thursday. The afternoon session, 
on the opening day of the convention, 
will be held at the World’s Fair. 

Charles W. Kellogg, president of the 
Institute, will deliver the opening ad- 
dress of the convention, which prom- 
ises to draw a record attendance this 
year. Mr. Kellogg is to be followed by 
Roy Wenzlick, president of Real Estate 
Analysts, Inc., St. Louis, who will 
analyze the outlook for real estate and 
business development. 


Outlook for Utilities 


One of the highlights of the meeting 


cuss the power supply aspect in the 
event of hostilities. 

Other speakers on the program in- 
clude George E. Whitwell, vice-presi- 
dent of Philadelphia Electric Co., who 
will discuss balanced load building; 
George N. Tidd, president of American 
Gas & Electric, who will present the 
case for central station power; Dr. 
Adam S. Bennion, Utah Power & Light 
Co., who will express views on hu- 
manizing the industry and gaining bet- 
ter employee understanding and co- 
operation; Elmo Roper, distribution 
consultant, who will tell of the me- 
chanics and practical aspects of keep- 
ing up with public opinion, and C. N. 
Ripley, who wili give an entertaining 
talk and demonstration on the work 
that a kilowatt-hour can do. 

Other speakers on the program are 
to be announced later. 
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mote from state lines or affects an 
enormous area in several states, there 
is invariably serious interference with 
interstate commerce and federal activi- 
ties. 

The report states that “as loads build 
up and generating station capacities 
and machine sizes increase, while the 
power is still handled at switching sta- 
tions that remain in substantially the 
same condition as when originally built 
during the war or post-war period, the 
equipment at these points becomes pro- 
gressively more inadequate, and it is 
reasonable to suppose that breakdowns, 
such as those discussed above, will 
become increasingly common unless 
there should be a corresponding and 
speedy modernization of structures and 
equipment at all switching points.” 


Porter Says Company 
Has Adequate Power 


American Water Works & Electric 
Co. has adequate generating capacity 
for the present demands, or any de- 
mands which are indicated will be 
made upon it in the near future, H. 
Hobart Porter, chairman, told stock- 
holders at their annual meeting last 
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ADEQUATE WIRING—Substantial progress was 





made by the Dallas, Texas, adequate wiring committee at this recent get-to- 


A‘ 
» 
S 


gether when electrical contractors, wholesalers, manufacturers’ representatives, architects and representatives of Dallas Power 


& Light gave impetus to the movement 


company deferred payments of divi- 
dends on the common stock. As a re- 
sult, Mr. Porter said, the cash position 
of the company is materially stronger. 
He said that the future dividend policy 
of the company must be affected not 
only by the course of general business 
in this country but by the uncertainties 
of the foreign situation. 


Inductive Interference 
Appeal Filed in Court 


An appeal has been filed with the 
Arkansas Supreme Court by the 
Arkansas State Department of Public 
Utilities asking reversal of a Pulaski 
Second Division Circuit Court decision 
voiding a department order under 
which telephone companies would 
have to bear costs of improvements 
necessary to eliminate inductive inter- 
ference caused by parallel power lines. 
The state board’s order was based on 
the theory that power corporations 
have the same right to use of the high- 
ways as do telephone companies and 
each should be responsible for im- 
provements necessary to insure ade- 
quate service to consumers. 

The appeal was advanced by the 
Supreme Court and set for oral argu- 
ment May 29. 


Indianapolis Pact Renewed 


Pending further negotiations over a 
long-term electric contract between the 
city of Indianapolis and the Indian- 
apolis Power & Light Co., city officials 
have renewed the present contract for 
six months. They explained that if 


negotiations are completed meanwhile, 
the temporary contract will be termi- 
nated. 
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Savings Seen in Use 
of Lines of Utilities 


Robinson tells Senate group that 
present systems could distrib- 
ute Bonneville output 


Publication of the Senate commit- 
tee hearings on the Interior Depart- 
ment appropriation bill reveals that 
Kinsey M. Robinson, president of 
Washington Water Power Co., pre- 
sented a plea before the committee for 
the distribution of Bonneville power 
over the existing system of transmis- 
sion lines, rather than the construction 
by the government of a new and sep- 
arate system that will, in many cases, 
duplicate existing facilities. 

Mr. Robinson stated that such an 
independent system would cost the gov- 
ernment more than $100,000,000. By 
comparison, the building of a few 
needed tie lines at a total cost of 
approximately $8,000,000 would permit 
the distribution of more than the 250,- 
000 kw. of firm power that will be 
produced by the ultimate Bonneville 
installation. 

In addition, Mr. Robinson said, such 
a tie-in with existing utility systems 
would permit the use of present gen- 
erating stations to firm up a larger 
proportion of the Bonneville output and 
the utilization of the efforts of the 
utilities’ trained sales staffs to promote 
the rapid increase of consumption in 
the area. He said that it would also 
clear the way for refinancing the bonds 
of the utilities at lower rates, a saving 
that could be passed on to the con- 
sumer. 

Although speaking officially only for 
his own company, Mr. Robinson stated 
that his contract with other utilities in 
the Northwest had convinced him that 
all would be willing to enter into ne- 
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gotiations leading to a general market- 
ing agreement. 

The Interior appropriation bill, as 
passed, carried $13,000,000 for the 
construction of transmission lines by 
the Bonneville Administrator during 
the coming fiscal year. 


Utility Power Plants 
Now Use Less Coal 


Public utility power plants now re- 
quire close to 50,000,000 tons of coal 
annually for their operations, but that 
amount is only about half of what 
would be needed by equipment of 20 
years ago in producing the same 
amount of electricity, W. E. Blowney, 
turbine engineer for General Electric 
Co., told graduates of the U. S. Naval 
Academy last week. 

Mr. Blowney said that improvements 
have doubled the energy output or 
halved the fuel consumption of the 
steam turbine during the past two dec- 
ades. He said that an average 30,000- 
kw. steam turbine plant in 1918 re 
quired about $3,500 worth of coal for 
each day’s operation, whereas the daily 
coal bill of today’s turbine of the same 
size is only $1,450 for producing the 
same amount of electricity. 

Much of the improvement in power- 
generating equipment was attributed to 
a better understanding of the proper- 
ties of alloy steels by Mr. Blowney. 


Starts Appliance Drive 


The Denver electrical dealers plan 
to feature electrical refrigerators and 
other appliances in a campaign to start 
May 2. The new drive is to take ad- 
vantage of the recent reduction in elec- 
tric rates. 
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Tax Question Delaying 
Tennessee Utility Deal 


TVA to increase payments to states to offset loss of revenue from 
utility taxes upon transfer of properties — Senate approves 
TVA bill authorizing $100,000,000 bond issue 


Substantial progress is being made 
in bringing to completion the arrange- 
ment for the transfer of properties of 
Tennessee Electric Power Co. to the 
Tennessee Valley Authority and the 
municipalities in the area. TVA offi- 
cials have been meeting with city offi- 
cials in an effort to clear remaining 
controversial points and the question 
of taxes, which has delayed early con- 
summation of the deal. 

The Senate has adopted the bill 
amending the TVA Act which will en- 
able the Authority to use the proceeds 
of its bond issue to purchase existing 
generating plants and to clear the way 
for the purchase of the Tennessee Elec- 
tric Power properties. The bill author- 
ized the TVA to increase its bond issue 
from $50,000,000 to $100,000,000. 


Will Raise Tax Rate 


A step in answering some of the 
critics of the TVA that the cities in 
acquiring private utility facilities will 
lose substantial tax revenues has been 
taken by TVA. The directors have in- 
creased the payments to the states from 
> per cent of TVA’s gross revenues to 
some higher percentage. This increase, 
however, will become effective only 
after the electric property transfer has 
been completed. 

The TVA board has concluded to 
recommend to the present session of 
Congress that the states of Kentucky. 
North Carolina, Mississippi and 
Georgia be added to the states of Ala- 
hama and Tennessee which were des- 
ignated in the TVA Act of 1933 as 
recipients of TVA payments. 

The TVA board declared that it pro- 
poses to increase the share of TVA 
surplus power earnings to state taxpav- 
ers hy proportionally decreasing the 


share returnable to the federal tax- 
pavers, 


Will Sign May 1 
Joseph C. Swidler, TVA attorney, 


who has been prominent in recent ne- 
gotiations, declared that the TVA would 
€ ready to sign on May 1 the contract 
for transfer of the properties of Ten- 
hessee Electric Power Co. 

_ Chattanooga has authorized the sign- 
ing of a contract for its part of the 
deal, involving about $11,000,000. Nash- 
Ville’s share is reported to be $14,200,- 
000. A survey is in progress to deter- 
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mine the amounts the other municipali- 
ties will pay as share in the $78,600,- 
000 purchase of the utility facilities. - 

The Tennessee Taxpayers Associa- 
tion has questioned the wisdom of 
municipal purchase of private utility 
properties on the basis that under the 
present TVA setup the municipalities 
and the state stand to lose substantial 
tax revenue. It is estimated that the 
state, the counties and the municipali- 
ties will lose $3,512,095 in tax revenues. 
It is feared in some quarters that un- 
less tax provisions are made certain 
governmental functions, notably educa- 
tion, will be curtailed because of lack 
of tax revenue. 


Massachusetts Utility 
Remodels Old Mill 


The Amesbury (Mass.) Electric 
Light Co. reached an unusual solution 
of a general office expansion problem 
this spring by remodeling a century- 
old mill building in the heart of the 
town and equiping it with complete 
modern facilities for office, display, 
sales, accounting and general service 
activities. 

Guy E. Nickerson, manager, stated at 
the recent preview of the remodeled 


office that every local facility for trans- 
acting business with the public is now 
concentrated in one place. The princi- 
pal generating and substation facilities 
are near the building. 

The utility used the new Holophane 
“Correctalite” and obtained an inten- 
sity of 40 ft.-candles on the sales floor. 
Individual units use 200-watt lamps 
on 7-ft. centers. Modern lighting is 
used in every office and display win- 
dow. A complete General Electric 
kitchen occupies the front corner of 
the property. 

« 


Veto Company Probe 
of Missouri Electric 


Stockholders at the annual meeting 
of North American Co. this week voted 
down a resolution by a_ stockholder 
asking that the company inquire into 
SEC charges that Union Electric of 
Missouri, a subsidiary, had made 
political contributions. James F. Fogar- 
ty, president, had discussed the SEC 
investigation, which began last Decem- 
ber, and stated that the Union com- 
pany officials had denied the charges 
and had requested SEC to make the 
inquiry. 

Mr. Fogarty told stockholders that 
North American is following the sit- 
uation closely in the interest of stock- 
holders and that they would be in- 
formed of important developments. 

Last week a suit was filed in St. 
Charles County (Mo.) Circuit Court 
by Prosecuting Attorney David A. 
Dyer seeking revocation of the cor- 
porate charter of Union Electric and 
accusing the utility of violating the 
state corrupt practices act. The peti- 
tion charged the company had con- 





NEW OFFICES—Amesbury (Mass.) Electric Light Co. recently remodeled a century-old 


mill building in the heart of town for its new general offices. 


Direct “down light” 


was employed in the display room to stimulate appliance sales 
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tributed financial aid to certain favored 
candidates in the St. Charles municipal 
elections of 1937 and 1938. 

Mr. Dyer asked for an order en- 
joining the company from doing busi- 
ness in Missouri. The penalty for viola- 
tion of the corrupt practices act is for- 
feiture of the company’s charter and 
franchise rights, it was explained by 
Mr. Dyer. 

The suit charged specifically that in 
the St. Charles city election of April, 
1937, the utility subscribed money to 
the campaign funds of Mayor Edward 
J. Schnare and three candidates for the 
City Council. Mr. Schnare was defeated 
for re-election. 

It was also charged that in the city 
election of April, 1938, the company 
contributed money to the campaign 
funds of four candidates for council- 
men. 

The question of constructing a 
municipal power plant in St. Charles, 
now served by Union Electric, was an 
issue in both elections. 


Court Order Lifts 
Santee-Cooper Ban 


The South Carolina Public Service 
Authority, the state agency charged 
with building the $40,000,000 Santee- 
Cooper power project, overcame an- 
other legal obstacle last week when 
Circuit Judge G. Duncan Bellinger dis- 
solved in part an injunction which had 
delayed its acquisition of properties 
owned by the Columbia Railway & 
Navigation Co. 

T. C. Williams, who claims that he 
owns 50 per cent of the stock of the 
Columbia company, had brought suit 
against the company and the authority 
to enjoin consummation of the trans- 
fer of certain properties. The com- 
pany denied that Mr. Williams owned 
the stock. Judge Bellinger ordered 
that $421,000 involved in the purchase 
of certain properties be held in escrow 
pending the settlement of Mr. Wil- 
liams’ claim against the company. 

The result of the action is to free 
the state authority and enable it to 
purchase the license and the proper- 
ties on which the Pinopolis dam and 
power plant are to be built. 


Fortas Goes to PWA 


Appointment of Abe Fortas as gen- 
eral counsel of PWA .was announced 
this week by Secretary Ickes. Mr. For- 
tas, assistant director of the utilities 
division of SEC, assumes his new 
duties on May 1. He succeeds Carl Far- 
back, who is resigning from PWA to 
become general counsel of the Mari- 
time Commission. 
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FPC to Publish Data 
On Utility Operations 


Comprehensive financial and operating statistics will be made 


public in hopes of speeding corrective measures — Seek 


lower power rates 


Comprehensive financial and operat- 
ing statistics of each large utility op- 
erating in the country are to be pub- 
lished in the near future by the Federal 
Power Commission, Commissioner 
John W. Scott disclosed last week in 
an address before the members of the 
Federal Bar Association meeting in 
Washington. 

Mr. Scott said that if ample funds 
are available to continue this work the 
progress, vel non, of regulation may 
be successfully measured. 


Seek to Correct Abuses 


It was pointed out by Mr. Scott that 
the step will be taken in a drive for 
better regulation and lower power 
costs. The requirement of comprehen- 
sive reports and the publishing of 
worth-while statistics therefrom is de- 
signed to correct abuses in utility op- 
erations, he declared. 

“By this means the operations of 
utilities will be exposed to public gaze 
and any one who has the requisite skill 
and who is interested may investigate 
not only the affairs of any company 
but the effectiveness of regulatory 
agencies having jurisdiction thereover.” 

Mr. Scott said that the commission 
is making progress in the regulation of 
utilities, but a “serious obstacle, how- 
ever, is the treatment of the regulatory 
process by the courts.” 

“If the so-called fair value theory of 
rate making is to include the consid- 
eration of the cost of reproduction, 
new, then long, drawn-out, expensive 
and time-consuming procedures, in 
which conjecture, speculation and 
guessing play the predominant roles, 
will be inevitable.” Mr. Scott said that 
the commission recognizes that the rule 
of Smyth vs. Ames is unworkable, and 
has taken advantage of two occasions 
to urge the Supreme Court to permit 
in its stead the use of prudent invest- 
ment theory. He said that the preven- 
tive measures which the commission 
believes necessary will be effective un- 
der the prudent investment theory. 

A plea was made by Mr. Scott that 
rigorous insistence upon the preventive 
measures, together with sympathetic 
treatment of regulatory commission ac- 
tion by the courts, will do much to ob- 
tain the goal of increased and wider 
distribution of public utility services 
at low cost. 
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He said that in recent years regula- 
tory agencies have borrowed from the 
principles of preventive medicines and 
public health work and are trying in- 
novations which have as their purpose 
a speeding up of the regulatory process. 
“Great stress is being laid upon pre- 
venting abuses rather than correcting 
them after they have occurred.” 

Mr. Scott traced the powers under 
which regulatory commissions work 
and the methods of obtaining data from 
the utilities. He said that cheap elec- 
tricity is most important to a higher 
standard of living. “There can be no 
doubt that the nation which has an 
abundance of low cost public utility 
services has an economic advantage 
and, at the same time, possesses great 
weapons of national defense.” 

While it is important that there be 
adequate and ample public utility serv- 
ices, Mr. Scott said, it is likewise im- 
portant, if the services are to be dis- 
pensed at a reasonable price, that there 
be no waste. “This means there should 
be maximum use of facilities and 
proper conservation of these natural 
resources which are utilized by public 
utilities.” 


Monopoly Profit Motive 


In making data on utility operations 
available for publication, Mr. Scott 
said, the commission hoped to correct 
“certain abuses” such as inflated capi 
tal structure, both in securities and in 
plant investment. 

“The monopoly profit motive is 80 
generally opposed to the public inter- 
est,” he said, “that there is no re 
course but governmental action. 

“Where private capital is unwilling 
or unable to make adequate utility serv 
ices generally available, it is the re 
sponsibility of government to satisfy 
the need directly.” 

e 


Power Plant on Test 


The New Castle power plant of the 
Pennsylvania Power Co., at West Pitts: 
burgh, is rapidly nearing completion. 
The new boilers, in a test run, have 
been brought up to full pressure of 900 
pounds. Progress is also being made 
installing the new turbine. It is & 
pected that the tests will be completed 
in the near future and the new unils 
placed on the line. 
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Georgia Power Program 


Aids REA Co-operatives 


Farm and home demonstration coaches are sent into territory 


to spread advantages of appliances and greater use 


of electricity — Utility praised for work 


The extensive educational program 
of the Georgia Power Co. in coopera- 
tion with REA electric membership 
co-operatives is being received in the 
Empire State of the South with great 
enthusiasm on the part of electric cus- 
tomers, civic officials and REA co- 
operatives, as playing a vital part in 
making these REA ventures a success. 

The manner in which the newspapers 
have observed this work by the utility 
is indicated by the Louisville (Ga.) 
News and Farmer. In an editorial the 
newspaper stated that “in many states 
there has been practically an open war- 
fare between Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration and public utilities. This 
has not been the case in Georgia... 
The power company has been very co- 
operative and the Jefferson County 
Electric Membership Corporation has 
been assisted in many ways by the 
power company engineers and service 
men. With the local REA unit in its 
infancy, with only one service man 
working a new and ‘spreading’ terri- 
tory, there have been many times when 
the power company could make or 
break the morale of the promoters of 
the project, and in such instances the 
utility company has seemed to be sym- 
pathetic and generous.” 

Robert D. Tisinger, attorney for the 
Carroll Electric Membership Corpora- 
tion, recently wrote Preston S. Ark- 
wright, president of Georgia Power, 
that the demonstration coaches being 






sent into the REA territory by the util- 
ity “is a forward-looking step initiated.” 
Mr. Tisinger stated that “I have had 
occasion in the last few days to observe 
several of these demonstrations, and I 
am frank to say that the demonstra- 
tions have met with more favorable ap- 
proval than we even expected. 

“May I say that the relations be- 
tween your company and ours has at 
all times been most pleasant, and I am 
confident that with the assistance and 
counsel that we receive from the 
Georgia Power Co. and the co-operation 
of our members, this organization will 
be the success that we have at all times 
earnestly hoped.” 


Promotes Appliances 


Georgia Power is sending into the 
REA territory farm and home demon- 
stration coaches. A power company 
engineer is in charge of the coach and 
a home economist conducts cooking 
demonstrations in the built-in all-elec- 
tric kitchen. Any appliance prospects 
are turned over to the co-operative, 
which in turn notifies a local dealer, 
who make the sale. 

Joe McGee, honor graduate of the 
State College of Agriculture and a 
former farm agent, is making a demon- 
stration tour of the co-operative lines. 
He explains and exhibits household and 
farm electric appliances and presents 
the advantages to be gained through 
their use. 


Georgia Power rural engineers call 
on commercial members of the co-oper- 
atives to explain the advantages of im- 
proved lighting and other electrical 
equipment. The utility’s dealer co-or- 
dinator assists the dealers in the REA 
territory. 

George D. Munger, director of the 
REA utilization division, has stressed 
the value of the educational program 
of the Georgia Power Co., which is the 
first utility to make available to electric 
membership corporations such a pro- 
gram. 

The work which Georgia Power is 
doing is another step in its vast pro- 
gram to make electricity available to 
all the people and to raise the economic 
level of the state. It is a program 
which has received wide praise. 


Santee-Cooper Contracts 
for $4,310,855 Awarded 


South Carolina Public Service Au- 
thority has awarded contracts aggre- 
gating $4,310,855 for construction of 
locks, dams and power house at Pin- 
opolis on the Santee-Cooper project 
and approved a budget of $71,000 for 
health and sanitation work on the 
project. 

Central Engineering Co. of Daven- 
port, Iowa, is to build the locks, west 
dam and power house for $4,172,180, 
and W. C. Sheppard & Co., Atlanta, is 
to build the east dam for $138,675. 


Scottish Station Completed 


The Lord Advocate for Scotland, 
T. M. Cooper, recently performed the 
opening ceremony of the final extension 
of the Edinburgh Corporation power 
station, which has been completed at a 
total cost of approximately £7,000,000 
($35,000,000). 
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GEORGIA FARM AlD—Georgia Power Co. is sending these farm and home demonstration coaches into REA territory to stimulate 
use of electricity, A typical audience of farm women is shown beside the coach at a cooking demonstration. Joe McGee, Georgia 


°wer agricultural engineer, in charge of the coach, is showing, inside the coach, moving pictures of rural electrification 
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ANNIVERSARY—This interesting window display in Lewiston of Pennsylvania Edison 
Company was part of the celebration on April 5, of the fiftieth anniversary of electricity 
in the city. Miniature buildings closely resemble those on the “Square” in Lewistown 
and original minute books of the old Lewistown Light, Heat & Power Co., incorporated 
in 1889, were on display. The company received many congratulations 


Adds New Light Load 
in 6-Month Drive 


Washington Water Power Co. ex- 
ceeded by a wide margin its quota in 
the lamp sales campaign which was 
recently concluded. Designed to pro- 
mote lighting conditioning, the drive 
was started last October, carried to the 
end of the holiday buying season, then 
continued over a two-month period of 
what may normally be considered dol- 
drums for lamp sales. 

“The surprising thing,” R. B. Mc- 
Elroy, manager of residential sales, 
declared, “is that the February 6 to 
March 11 period of the campaign, 
because of aggressive promotion, went 
far above average results for other 
periods of the drive.” The entire sys- 
tem reached an average of 159 per 
cent of quota, or 3,200 unit sales. 

During the six-month period, with 
860,200 watts as company quota for 66,- 
000 customers, 999,365 watts were sold 
and a total of 9,721 IE.S. lamps for 
company and dealer. It was pointed out 
that the campaign meant one I.E.S. 
lamp sold every fifteen minutes of the 
day for the utility, 1 kw.-hr. of new 
lighting load added every hour and ten 
minutes and $17 in E.A.R. added every 


hour of the day. 
. 


New Michigan Commission 


Five Republican appointees to the 
newly created Michigan Public Service 
Commission have taken office after the 


8 (1238) 


Michigan Supreme Court, by a four tu 
four decision, held that the Legislature 
was within its rights in immediately 
abolishing the 20-year-old public utili- 
ties commission, thereby ousting five 
Democratic holdovers. Paul H. Todd, 
chairman of the old commission, and 
Commissioner Joseph M. Donnelly had 
attacked the ouster bill. 


FPC Starts New Series 
on High-Low Electric Bills 


The Federal Power Commission has 
begun the publication of a new series 
of reports showing, in the form of 
typical net monthly bills, electric rates 
as of January 1, 1939, in every state in 
the Union. 

The commission stated that the new 
series of reports permits, for the first 
time, a virtually current comparison 
of the electric rates prevailing in in- 
corporated communities of 250 or more 
population. Reports for Tennessee, 
Delaware and Nevada are the first to 
be issued and show the lowest and 
highest bills. 


Rejects Power Offer 


The offer of the Nebraska Power 
Company of Omaha to purchase 42 per 
cent of the Loup River public power 
district’s rated annual output has been 
rejected, C. B. Fricke, president of the 
Loup district, stated, following confer- 
ences with PWA officials in Washing- 
ton. 
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Pennsylvania Edison 





Celebrates 50 Years 


Pennsylvania Edison Co. recently 
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of 
electric light in Lewistown with a spe. 
cial window display which attracted 
wide attention. It was on the night of 
April 5, 1889, that electricity was 
turned on in Lewistown. 

In the window display the company 
placed the original minute books of the 
old Lewistown Light, Heat & Power 
Co., the original charter and antique 
lamps, together with others showing 
the progress in illumination. 

Lory D. Brandt, district manager, re- 
ported that the window display at. 
tracted a great deal of public attention 
and that many of the “old timers” sent 
letters of congratulations and stories of 
the first days of electricity in Lewis. 
town, along with many others who 
praised the work of the utility. 


Holds FPC Order Subject 
to Judicial Revision 


The U. S. Supreme Court ruled that 
a Federal Power Commission order re- 
fusing permission for two power com- 
panies to merge is subject to judicial 
revision. The High Court affirmed a 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals de- 
cision denying the government’s mo- 
tion to dismiss the suit of the Pacific 
Power & Light Co. and the Inland 
Power & Light Co. to compel the FPC 
to authorize them to merge. 

The Supreme Court did not pass on 
the merits of the merger application. 
It did decide, however, that an order 
of the power commission denying an 
application for merger was reviewable 
by the federal courts. 


Utility Asks for Agreement 
on Federal Competition 


The position of one major utility sys 
tem with respect to utility spending is 
restated in a current advertisement by 
Commonwealth & Southern Corp. in 4 
financial weekly. Calling attention to 
the fact that the utilities could spend, 
within a five-year period, five billion 
dollars additional for new equipment, 
if the money could be obtained from 1n- 
vestors, the advertisement adds: “In- 
vestors would supply this money. and 
more, if the government would define, 
by agreement, the specific areas where 
it intends to force the sale of public 
utilities by subsidized competition.” 

In this way, it continues, “investors 
would be able to judge which utility 
properties are to be safe from threals 
of confiscation.” 
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Engineers in Northwest 
Gather at Convention 


President Grettum says central station systems should continue 


to be an experimenter — Sees industry far from 


being complete with its selling job 


Advocating that each central station 
system continue to be an experimenter, 
LeRoy A. Grettum, president of the 
Northwest Electric Light & Power 
Association, told members at the annual 
convention last week that “field use is 
the only true test of electrical prog- 
ress.” 

Mr. Grettum pointed out that the in- 
dustry is far from being complete with 
its selling job. He identified the imme- 
diate problem of the engineer as one 
to learn how to express the end-results 
of his efforts so the public can under- 
stand them. 


Sessions Well Attended 


More than 230 delegates registered 
for the association’s engineering and 
operation section meeting in Seattle 
last week. Engineers from more than a 
dozen northwest systems, as well as 
from manufacturing companies, partici- 
pated in the sessions, which went far 
toward co-ordinating a year’s expe- 
rience in the field. 

The opening address by Mr. Grettum, 
and again in the talk by Major H 5S. 
Bennion, Edison Electric Institute, 





NORTHWEST MEETING—More than 230 
delegates registered at the convention of 
the Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association at Seattle last week. Below— 
C. R. Wallis (left) General Electric, and 
J. Hellenthal of Puget Sound Power & 
Light. Lower center—LeRoy Grettum 
(left), association president, and A. Vil- 
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drew attention of the engineering dele- 
gates from purely technical considera- 
tions to the broader problems of power 
sales, which, they emphasized, will 
henceforward always be interwoven 
with the engineer’s task. 

Major Bennion’s keen diagnosis of 
system growth drew unanimous ap- 
plause. The task he set for engineers 
was one of continual re-examination of 
their own efforts so directed that load 
growth may always be in the direction 
of most economical system balance. 

The accident prevention group re- 
ported outstanding progress during 
1938 in the reduction of both frequency 
and severity. 

The sharpest divergence of view- 
points was evidenced in the utilization 
committee’s discussion of off-peak water 
heating. One school favors two-element 
heaters with comparatively large stor- 
age, used in conjunction with time or 
carrier methods of system peak reduc- 
tion. The second school contends that 
more load can be added by offering 
3-kw. units uncontrolled and that, in 
the Northwest, such additions will not 
be of economic importance in relation 
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to system peaks for many years, by 
which time system load curves may 
have assumed a very different shape. 

Code committee work emphasized the 
possibilities for increasing capacity in 
existing conduit raceways, especially to 
buildings, by means of utilizing new 
types of conductor. 

J. Hellenthal of Puget Sound Power 
& Light had charge of arrangements 
for the meeting. 


New York Utilities Give 
$150,000 to Charity Fund 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York, Inc., and its subsidiaries have 
contributed $150,000 to the Greater 
New York Fund, according to Floyd 
L. Carlisle, chairman. Mr. Carlisle 
stated that since business is as de- 
pendent on the health and social wel- 
fare of a community as is each resi- 
dent, a corporation must accept the 
responsibilities of citizenship in that 
community. He said that the contribu- 
tion is an expression of willingness 
to assume those responsibilities. 


FPC Extends Permit 


FPC has announced its order ex- 
tending to December 31 the preliminary 
permit for Project No. 1,442, a pro- 
posed hydro-electric project on the 
Salamonie River in Wabash and Hunt- 
ington counties, Ind., to be constructed 
by the Acme Engineering Service, Inc. 









strup, section chairman. Upper center— 
Paul Ashworth (left), Telluride Power 
Co., and A. W. Pride, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. Below— 
J. B. Fisken (left), of Washington Water 
Power Co., G. E. Quinan, Puget Sound 
Power & Light, and (right) Walter Bren- 
ton, Portland General Electric Co. 
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Empire State Group 
to Hold Meet May 12 


The electric operating group of the 
Empire State Gas and Electric As- 
sociation will hold its meeting May 12 
at the Park Central Hotel, New York. 
C. W. Franklin, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, Inc., will preside at 
the morning session. Edward P. Prez- 
zano, president of the association, will 
open the meeting with an informal 
talk. 

At the morning session A. B. Camp- 
bell, engineer, Edison Electric Insti- 
tute, Will discuss-the stattrs of revisions 
of electrical codes, to be followed by 
discussions of overhead standardization 
problems by R. C. Rifenburg, Consoli- 
dated Edison Co. of New York, and 
W. W. Perry, New York State Elec- 
tric & Gas Corp. C. V. Morey, Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, 
will talk on the standardization of low- 
voltage current transformers and watt- 
hour meter constants. Fluorescent 
lighting problems will be discussed by 
R. G. Morrison, General Electric Co. 

At the afternoon session three dis- 
cussion groups will take up problems 
of meters, overhead distribution and 
underground distribution. E. A. Le- 
Fever, Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., 
will lead discussion on meters: M. H. 
Pratt. Central New York Power Corp., 
will lead the discussion on overhead 
distribution, and George H. Fielder. 
Rochester Gas & Electric Corp., will 
be discussion leader on underground 
transmission. 


Arkansas Utility 
Group Holds Meet 


Nearly four hundred delegates and 
guests attended the 28th annual con- 
vention of the Arkansas Utilities As- 
sociation, which was held at the Ar- 


lington Hotel, Hot Springs National 
Park, April 10-11. 

Officers elected include: President, 
A. R. Watson, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Arkansas Utilities Co., 
Helena; vice-presidents, D. H. Thurs- 
ton, manager Arkansas-Louisiana Gas 
Co., El Dorado, Ark.; W. F. Thomas. 
division manager Southwestern Gas & 
Electric Co., Fayetteville, Ark. R. E. 
Ritchie, Arkansas Power & Light Co., 
was reelected secretary-treasurer. 

Thomas Fitzhugh, chairman Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities, State of 
Arkansas, made an address on “A 
Philosophy for Public Utility Regula- 
tion”; C. S. Lynch, Arkansas Power 
& Light Co., spoke on “Kindergarten 
of Power Costs.” At the sessions of 
the electric section Edwin Vennard, 
Middle West Service Co:,. took as his 
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topic “Let’s Speak English” and A. A. 
Brown, Oklahoma Gas & Electric, took 
“Load Building Through the Use of 
Dealer Co-operative Plan.” 

Harvey Couch made an address, as 
did also James Hill, Jr., Arkansas- 
Missouri Power Corp., Hon. Carl E. 
Bailey, Governor of Arkansas, and 
James M. Ketch, General Electric. 


Plan I.E.S. Meeting 


The Illuminating Engineering So- 
ciety, New York section, will hold a 
“World’s Fair” meeting on May 19, at 
which there will be several special fea- 
tures. 


MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Engineering committees 
meetings, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, 
Ill., May 1-4. Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel, New York, N. Y., June 6-8. Bernard F. 
Weadock, managing director, 420 Lexington 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—North 
Eastern district meeting, Springfield, Mass., 
May 3-5; combined summer and Pacific Coast 
convention, San Francisco, Calif., June 26-30. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, '33 West 39th 
St., New York, 


National Fire Protection 
meeting, Stevens Hotel, 
12. A. R. Small, 
207 East Ohio St., 


Refrigerating Machinery Association —Annual 
meeting, The Homestead, Hot Sprinas, Va. 
May II. Association Headquarters, Southern 
Bldg., Washington, D. C 


Empire State Gas & Electric Association—Electric 
operating group, Park Central Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., May 12. George H. Smith, secre- 
tary, Grand Central Terminal, New York, N. Y. 


Air Conditioning Manufacturers Association—An- 
nual meeting, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 13. William B. Henderson, executive 
eens, Southern Bldg., Washington, 
D 


Association — Annual 
Chicago, III., May 8- 
chairman electrical committee, 

Chicago, Ill. 


Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Spring conference, The Homestead, Hot 
Springs, Va., May 14-19. W. J. Donald, man- 
aging director, 155 East 44th St., New York, 
>t. 


National 


National Electrical Wholesalers Peg oy rg 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 22-25. E. Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


National Association of Purchasing A ee: 
nual convention, Fairmont Hotel, Fran- 
cisco, May 22-25. G. A. Renard, i sec- 
tary-treasurer, || Park Place, N: Y. 


Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Accounting and business practice section, Van- 
couver, B. C., May 26-27. Berkley Snow, secre- 
tary, 707 Spalding "Bldg. Portland, Ore. 


Wisconsin Municipal Utilities Association—Annual 
convention, Plymouth, is. une Os Be 
Jedwabny, secretary, Menasha, Wis. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual meeting, 
Diaby, Nova Scotia, June 21-24. B. C. Fair- 
child, secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., Montreal, 

ue. 


International Commission on ||| umination— 
Scheveningen, Holland, June 12-21. 


Economics Conference for Engineers — Annual 
meeting, Stevens Engineering Camp, Johnson- 
burg, N. J., June 24-July 3. 


International High-Tension Conference—Bi-annual 
meeting, Paris, France, June 29-July 8. F. Att- 
wood, president American National Committee, 
Ohio Brass Co., New York, N. Y. 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting and fifth exhibit of apparatus and in- 
struments, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic 
City, N. J., June 26-30. R. E. Hess, assistant 
Sener, 260 South Broad St., Philadelphia, 
a. 
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Westinghouse Holds 
Machine Tool Forum 


To counteract the opinion that “the 
machine is the major cause of depres- 
sion and unemployment,” America must 
be taught that “we in industry are mak- 
ing jobs and opportunities, instead of 
destroying them,” declared Wendell FE. 
Whipp, president of the National Ma- 
chine Tool Builders’ Association and of 
the Monarch Machine Tool Company. 

Speaking before the Westinghouse 
Electrification Forum in East Pitts- 
burgh last week, Mr. Whipp called at- 
tention to the need for study on the 
part of the machine tool builder of 
better methods of wiring up machine 
tools, better selection and better appli- 
cation of motor and control and a 
better understanding of the materials 
the electrical manufacturer has to offer. 

“Better handling of materials, better 
methods, better cost control] and greater 
production per operator employed offer 
the only practical solution to the prob- 
lem presented by the national policy of 
increasing wage rates and shortening 
hours,” he said. 


Plan Welding Conference 


Announcement has been made by 
Ohio State University, Columbus, that 
the eighth annual welding engineering 
conference will be held at the indus- 
trial engineering building on _ the 
campus May 11-12. J. R. Stitt is 
chairman of the welding engineering 
conference committee. 


Join Memphis System 


Part of the personnel of the new 
system of the Memphis Light, Gas and 
Water Board has been selected. Mark 
Eldredge, chief engineer of the Mem- 
phis Power & Light Co. since its 
founding seventeen years ago, has 
joined the municipal system. Herbert 
Dunkley, superintendent of the gas di- 
vision, Memphis Power & Light Co., 
will also become associated with the 
city plant. 


Utility to Buy City Plant 


Wisconsin Public Service Commis- 
sion has approved a preliminary agree- 
ment for the sale of the Hazel Green 
municipal electric plant to the Inter- 
state Light & Power Co. The sale 
price was fixed at $3,000 and before 
transfer of the property can become 
effective sale of the plant must be 
approved by voters at a referendum 
election. 
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CONDUIT DOLLAR GOES FARTHER 





You save time and money installing L-M Fibre 
Conduit, and here is why. First; it's a light 
conduit, easy to carry, easy to handle. Second; 
it lays faster because it is uniform in every detail 
.. . length, bore, wall thickness and machining 
of joints. Third; the strong walls of L-M Fibre 


Conduit keep breakage delays at minimum. 


You continue to save trouble and money after 


WHEN YOU SPECIFY L-M FIBRE CONDUIT 


installation of L-M Fibre Conduit for three addi- 
tional reasons. First; your cable is made safe from 
abrasions by the smooth inside surfaces of L-M 
Conduit. Second; the water tight joints prevent 
seepage from wet concrete during installation. 
Third; L-M Fibre Conduit is neutral to soil acids and 
alkalis, has unsurpassed resistance to chemical 


decay in any soil or climate. The result is extra 


years of dependable underground protection. 


LINE MATERIAL CQO. 







ee 
7 


“kes 





cee 


rs 









THE INU 


IN PIC! 







































a 


30-YEAR SERVICE— f 
Charles A. Collier, 
right, vice-president in 





charge of sales of 
Georgia Power Co., 
receives his 20-year 
service pin from Pres- 
ton s. Arkwright, 
president, at a recent 
ceremony. Mr. Collier 
first went with the 
company on March 15, 
1909, as an inspector 
of wiring. He was 
elected vice-president 
in June, 1927 


ADEQUATE WIRING—R. D. Horn- 
ing, chairman of the Electric Club’s 
adequate wiring committee, and 
L. M. Wolf (left), chairman of the 
speakers’ committee and booth com- 
mittee, at the recent Seattle (Wash.) 
National Housing Exposition 





oe 


EXHIBIT—in the electrical and com- 
munications building at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition, San 
Francisco World's Fair, the Pacific 
Electric Corp. has this interesting 
exhibit 


; f 

HOME SHOW-—Gov. M. Clifford Town- a cae 
send of Indiana speaking at the recent 3 er 
opening of the Indianapolis Home 
Show, the eighteenth in an unbroken 
series. The Indianapolis Power & 
Light Co. booth has this attractive 
entrance on Main Street of the Home 
Show. The all-electric “Indiana Home” 
was the theme center 





IWUSTRY 7] 


URES 


eee Kee 5% 
3 = - sa 


BOOKED SOLID—The Electric Institute of Toledo Edison Co., which opened in February, 1937, is booked solid to 
August and has ten meetings scheduled in 1940. This view shows one of the women’s clubs making free use of 
the meeting place and adjacent electric kitchen, at which a 30-minute talk on utility service is given 


——> 


NEW OFFICERS—Rep- 

resenting a total mem- 

bership and affiliation 

of more than 4,000 pro- 

fessional workers in tho 

northeast, the Engineer- 

ing Societies of New 

England, Inc., elected 

the following officers at 

the recent annual meet- 

ing: L. to r., seated— 

L. F. Jackson (Linde Air 

Products), vice-president: 

Frederick W. Bliss (Gen- 

eral Electric), retiring president; Holcombe J. Brown (consulting engineer), president-elect: standing, 1. to 
r.—C. A. Corney (Boston Edison), past-president: George A. Montague (Massachusetts Department of Pub- 
lic Works), past-president; Joseph Peterson (Mass. D.P.W.), second vice-president: Albert Haertlein 
(Harvard University), secretary, and H. C. Hamilton (Boston Edison), treasurer 


—_ 
SEAPORT BRIGHTENED 
; ’ - Newburyport, Mass., 
ie : ly : 
ic ELECTRIC j Ve has rejuvenated '2 mile 
RING CORPORATION d 4 of downtown streets by 


Titi’ - oa _ i replacing 400-cp. series 


- i . - oe lamps with 16 combina- 
: : 4 ro tion mercury tungsten 
G.E. units mounted 19 ft. 
from the street surface 
and with 125-ft. staggered 
spacing. Until midnight 
each unit is operaied 
with a 400-watt mercury 
and two 250-watt tunc- 
stens, after which the 
tungstens are run _ until 
morning 





NEWS _ for the 
power industry from 
Anaconda Engineers 


Factory-size equipment ts used in 
the laboratory to pre-determine 
manufacturing methods 


Duplicating exact manufacturing methods in the 
laboratory with ordinary laboratory equipment is 
frequently difficult and sometimes impossible. 
In the case of Anaconda rubber-insulated wire, 
however, Anaconda engineers found a practical 
solution by bringing full-size production machin- 
ery right into the laboratory. 

In this common sense way, we prove that “if it 
tests okay by the foot it will be okay by the mile.” 
This procedure of pre-determining the behavior 
of the product under actual production methods 
eliminates costly production failures—points to 
more efficient methods of manufacture. It enables 
us to produce Anaconda rubber-insulated wire 
that meets the most rigid specifications. 

Such painstaking laboratory testing is typical 
of Anaconda manufacturing methods. By dupli- 
cating factory processes, by simulating service 
conditions in the laboratory, we build extra years 
of life into Anaconda wire and cable. 


Put your problem up to Anaconda 
Why not enjoy the benefits of this constant re- 
search by Anaconda engineers? When you have 
a wire or cable problem of any kind, put it up to 


us. Our comprehensive techni- 


~ 
cal service is “on call.” 39297 ANACO pA 
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Extruding rubber-insulated samples 
in the Anaconda laboratory on factory- 
Size equipment. 


Measuring the Specific Inductive 
Capacitance characteristics of rubler- 
insulated wire by means of an 0) 
pedance bridge. 


Visit the Copper & 
Brass Industry Exhibit 
in the Metals Build 
ing, New York World's 

Fair— 1939, 


ON. Y.W.F. 
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Rise Brings Output 
12.7% Above 1938 


Overshooting the figure for the cor- 
responding week of 1938 by 12.7 per 
cent, the widest margin thus far re- 
corded, the output of energy by the 
electric light and power industry dur- 
ing the week ended April 22 rose 1.3 
per cent over that of the preceding 
week to 2,199,002,000 kw.-hr., accord- 
ing to the Edison Electric Institute. 

The upturn was contrary to the 
usual seasonal trend; it was somewhat 
stronger than in 1937 and again 
brought the curve for 1939 above that 
of all earlier years, although the ex- 
cess is only 0.5 per cent. The gain 
canceled the losses of the past month 








Weekly Output. Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
| Apr. 22...2,199 Apr. 23...1,951 Apr. 24...2,188 
; Apr. 15...2,171 Apr. 16...1,958 Apr. 17...2,173 
: Apr. 8...2,174 Apr. 9...1,990 Apr. 10...2,176 
Apr. 1|...2,210 Apr. 2...1,979 Apr. 3...2,147 
Mar. 11...2,238 Mar. 26...1,975 Mar. 27...2,200 
Mar. 18...2,225 Mar. 19...2,018 Mar. 20...2,211 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
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Apr. 22 Apr. 15 Apr. 8 

New England .......... +135 +145 +12.4 
Middle Atlantic ...... +136 +86 + 7.9 
Central Industrial ..... +15.9 +140 +11.3 
West Central ........ +41 +22 + 12 
Southern States ....... +85 +59 + 7.4 
Rocky Mountain ....... +14.7 +142 +128 
MEE dou pseeciussxcns +118 +114 + 8.1 
United States ....... +12.7 +109 + 9.2 
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and restored production to the level 
of the latter part of March. 

In the Central Industrial region oper- 
ations are at their highest thus far over 
1938—up 15.9 per cent. This increase 
must be viewed, however, in the light 
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of a reduction of about 18 per cent a 
year ago compared with 1937. The rise 
to 13.6 per cent in the Middle Atlantic 
states, also a new maximum, contrasts 
favorably with the loss of 5.7 a year 
ago. Other areas also gained. 





Reach Agreement on Plan 
of Copper District Co. 


Michigan Conservation Department 
and the Copper District Power Co. 
have reached an agreement whereby 
Bond and Agate Falls on the Ontonagon 
River, famed upper peninsula beauty 
spot, may retain their attraction for 
tourists and at the same time provide 
power for the utility. Under the 
terms of the agreement, the falls will 
be turned on during the summer days, 
when tourists visit the spot, and will 
be cut to a trickle at night and dur- 
ing the winter. The agreement, which 
must be approved by the Ingham 
County Circuit Court at Lansing, 
Mich., grew out of the department’s 
objection to the power company’s plan 
to dam the river above the falls for 
power purposes. The department con- 
tended ‘the scenic aspect of the falls 
would be ruined. 





























McCain to Join Dillon, Read 


Charles S. McCain, president of 
United Light & Power Co. and for- 
merly president of the Chase National 
Bank, will become associated with Dil- 
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lon, Read & Co. as of May 1. As Dillon, 
Read is a joint stock association and 
not a partnership, Mr. McCain will 
become a director and an executive 
officer. Because of SEC regulations, Mr. 
McCain will leave United Light & 
Power, and possibly also resign as a 
director of International Paper Co. Mr. 
McCain became president of United 
Light & Power Co. in Chicago in 1934, 
when he resigned from the Chase Na- 
tional. 


Signs Flood Control Bill 


Governor Lehman of New York has 
signed the Warner bill, which permits 
the federal flood-control program to 
proceed in New York State, but under 
safeguards which would bar the crea- 
tion of little TVAs within the state. 
The bill authorizes the Superintendent 
of Public Works to convey to the fed- 
eral government lands for flood-con- 
trol purposes only. The government has 
a $27,000,000 program planned for the 
state. The bill was first killed in com- 
mittee, but later revived in an amended 
form so that the program might go for- 
ward, but without power developments 
on any of the sites. 
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Fill Chattanooga Vacancies 


The three vacancies in the member- 
ship of the Electric Power Board of 
Chattanooga have been filled. Those 
named are: Roy McKenzie, business 
college executive, who was named to 
fill the unexpired term of G. H. Pat- 
ten, resigned. His term extends to 
1941. E. J. Walsh, vice-president 
Chattanooga Boiler & Tank Co., who 
succeeds to the position vacated by 
L. J. Wilhoite, when he became chair- 
man. Mr. Wilhoite’s term as board 
member officially expired April 15, 
thus giving Mr. Walsh a full term. 
Stanton E. Smith was re-elected. His 
term also had expired April 15. 


Storm Causes Damage 


A severe sleet storm April 17 caused 
heavy damage to electric lines in north- 
ern and western areas of central Wis- 
consin. Utility officials reported the 
sleet to have been the worst in recent 
years. Although major circuits of the 
Wisconsin Public Service Corp. in most 
instances were not affected, rural lines 
in various sections were out. Municipal 
utility plants at Marshfield and Wiscon- 
sin Rapids also suffered minor losses. 
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F.C. Abercrombie New Head 
Western Massachusetts Cos. 


Fred C. Abercrombie, whose election 
to the presidency of the Western 
Massachusetts Companies, Greenfield, 
was recently announced, has been in 
the employ of the utility system center- 
ing at Turners Falls and Greenfield for 
about 35 years. While at Williams Col- 
lege he served as a rodman on vacation 
work, and in 1904 was placed on a full- 
time basis as an engineer. Ten years 
later he was made assistant treasurer 





Blank & Stoller 
and in 1918 a director. In 1920 he was 
elected treasurer of the Greenfield Elec- 
tric Light & Power Company. When the 
Western Massachusetts was organized 
in 1927 to centralize the local control 
and management of the various operat- 
ing utilities forming this group in the 
Connecticut Valley from Springfield to 
Turners Fails Mr. Abercrombie was 
elected secretary and treasurer. 
George W. Lawrence, retiring presi- 
dent of the Western Massachusetts 
Companies, joined the Greenfield Elec- 
tric Light & Power Company in 1905 
after an extended construction expe- 
rience with the General Electric Com- 
pany. He became general manager of 
the Turners Falls Power & Electric 
Company in 1909, president in 1919 
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and general manager of the Greenfield 
company in 1913. He also served as 
president of the former Agawam, Am- 
herst, Easthampton and Ludlow com- 
panies, and president of the Greenfield 
company in 1926. Before the Western 
Massachusetts organization and subse- 
quently Mr. Lawrence was intimately 
identified with the development of these 
properties along engineering, financial 
and commercial lines, and is in no 
small degree responsible for the excel- 
lent public relations enjoyed by this 
group over so long a period. He will 
continue as chairman of the Western 
Massachusetts board and president of 
the Turners Falls company. 


PE. S. McConnett, formerly con- 
nected with the Anaconda Wire & Cable 
Co., New York, is now with the Copper 
Wire Engineering Association, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


> Sir Epwarp Beatty, chairman and 
president of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, has been appointed chairman of 
the board of the West Kootenay Power 
& Light Co., Ltd., Trail, British Co- 
lumbia, and Lorne A. CAMPBELL, vice- 
president of the West Kootenay com- 
pany of Canada, has been appointed 
managing director. Mr. Campbell’s ap- 
pointment followed the recent death of 
James J. Warren, president. Ross H. 
McMasTtER, president of the Steel Com- 
pany of Canada, has been appointed 
vice-president to succeed Lorne A. 
Campbell. 


> G. A. Sawin has been named to the 
senior staff of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association as director 
of its regulatory legislation depart- 
ment. Until recently Mr. Sawin was 
an associate representative of the West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., in the electrical meas- 
uring instrument section, watt-hour 
meter and demand meter group; trans- 
former section and the rural electri- 
fication publicity subcommittee of the 


N.E.M.A. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Jersey Officials Assume 
New Executive Duties 


Edmund W. Wakelee, who was 


elected president of Public Service Cor- 
poration of New Jersey (ELEctRICAL 
Wortp, April 22, page 58), has been 





T. N. McCarter, Jr. 





Percy S. Young 


vice-president in charge of law since 
1923. He has been a vice-president, 
a member of the board of directors 
and of the executive committee of the 
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R. A, Zachary 


board of the corporation and subsidiary 
companies since 1917. 

Percy S. Young, who was elected 
chairman of the executive committee, 
an office created at the suggestion of 
Thomas N. McCarter, has been an 
executive of the corporation since its 
formation in 1903 and has been vice- 
president in charge of finance, a mem- 
ber of the board and of the executive 
committee of the board since 1917. 
Both Mr. Wakelee and Mr. Young were 
identified with predecessor companies 
of Public Service Corp. before its 
formation in 1903. 

Thomas N. McCarter, Jr., who was 
named vice-president in charge of the 
southern division, has been assistant 
vice-president in charge of that divi- 
sion since 1937. Prior to that he had 
been associated with the Niagara Hud- 
son Power interests for five years. 
Previously, he had experience in the 
utility field as executive assistant with 
Public Service. Mr. Rose, to whom Mr. 
McCarter, Jr., was assistant, remains 
a vice-president with headquarters in 
Newark. 

Robert A. Zachary, who was elected 
a vice-president, has been assistant 
vice-president in charge of public rela- 
tions. He became associated with Pub- 
lic Service in 1930. He was executive 
assistant in the law department until 
1937, when he was made assistant vice- 
president. 


>» P. M. Lincoin, who recently retired 
as director of the school of electrical 
engineering of Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N. Y., is now head of the 
Therm-Electric Meter Co. Mr. Lincoln 
is a past-president of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers and dur- 
ing the past quarter of a century has 
served on many of its committees. In 
1902 the John Scott Medal was awarded 
to him for his invention of the syn- 
chroscope. 
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OBITUARY 


Dr. C. F. Hirshfeld 


Dr. C. F. Hirshfeld, chief of research 
of the Detroit Edison Co., whose death 
was recently announced, was distin- 
guished in numerous fields, his work 
including consulting practice in several 
branches of engineering, many noted 
research activities, the writing of many 
books and papers on engineering sub- 
jects and in recent years the develop- 
ment of the P.C.C. street car, a revolu- 
tionary advance in the field of urban 
transportation. 

Dr. Hirshfeld became associated with 
the Detroit Edison Co. as chief of re- 
search in 1913. In this capacity he di- 





rected researches in a wide variety of 
fields, including problems dealing with 
the design, construction, operation and 
maintenance of steam-electric power 
plants and the operation and intercon- 
nection of the electrical system; indus- 
trial electric heating and other load- 
building efforts; disposal of industrial 
waste; problems in electric cable dete- 
rioration, electric welding, development 
of electric furnaces and new methods 
of generating electrical energy. 

His association with the Detroit util- 
ity provided for the continuance of his 
practice as a private consultant. Under 
this arrangement, during the last seven 
years, he has served as chief engineer 
of the Presidents’ Conference Com- 
mittee, organized by transit executives 
to expedite the development of a mod- 
ernized street car. Many of these so- 
called P.C.C. cars are now in use in the 
larger cities. 

In addition to these manifold profes- 
sional interests, Dr. Hirshfeld has de- 
voted much attention to activities of 
various scientific and engineering or- 
ganizations, both here and in Europe, 
over a period of years. From 1928 until 
1938 he was chairman of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers com- 
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mitted on the economic status of the 
engineer and was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Engineers’ Council 
for Professional Development. He pre- 
sented papers before the International 
Electrotechnical Congress of 1926 and 
before the Second World Power Con- 
ference in 1930 in Berlin, Germany. 
He was president of the Utilities Co- 
ordinated Research, Inc., formed by a 
group of electric utility companies, 
whose purpose is to co-ordinate re- 
search of various operating companies. 
He served on many committees of the 


A.L.E.E. and the A.S.M.E. 


E. G. Ralston 


Emmet G. Ralston, whose death was 
announced in the April 22 issue of 
ELEcTRICAL WoRLD, page 56, began his 
career as electrical engineer for the old 
Indianapolis Light & Heat Co. 27 years 
ago and in 1924 he was made vice- 
president. When the Indianapolis Light 
& Heat Co. was merged with the Mer- 
chants Heat & Light Co. to form the 
Indianapolis Power & Light Co., in 
1927, Mr. Ralston continued as vice- 
president of the new company. He was 
elected to the board of directors in 
1930 and was appointed executive vice- 
president of all operations, a position 
he held until three years ago, when he 
was made general manager and vice- 
president. 

During the flood of 1937 Mr. Ralston 
personally supervised operations to 
save the company dam across White 
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River near Oliver Avenue. At that time 
he became ill and never fully recovered. 

He was president of the Electric 
League of Indianapolis, a former presi- 
dent of both the Indiana Electric Asso- 
ciation and the National Association of 
Power Engineers. Mr. Ralston, who was 
a graduate of Purdue University, was 
the son of Samuel M. Ralston, former 
Governor of Indiana. 
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Westinghouse Shows 
Rise in Net Profit 


Net earnings of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co. for the quar- 
ter ended March 31 were $2,356,151, 
equivalent, under the participating pro- 
visions of the shares, to 88 cents a share 
on combined 79,974 shares of 7 per 
cent preferred and 2,592,155 shares of 
common stock, according to George H. 
Bucher, president. 

This compares with net profit of $2,- 
031,230, equal, after quarterly pre- 
ferred dividend requirements, to 75 
cents a share on the common stock in 
the first quarter of last year. 

Sales billed for the first three months 
this year totaled $41,291,981, against 
$42,067,250 for the like 1938 period. 
Orders booked totaled $50,120,832, 
against $37,998,569, an increase of 32 
per cent. 

Unfilled orders on March 31 totaled 
$46,924,240, against $53,555,900 on the 


same date last year. 


Expands Operations 


The recent purchase by the Sprague 
Specialties Co. of a second set of fac- 
tory buildings in North Ames, Mass., 
results in almost doubling the floor 
space now available for the manufac- 
ture of Sprague condensers and “Kool- 
ohm” resistors. The company stated 
that the expansion was made advisable 
by steadily increasing business, both 
export and domestic, and the recent 
introduction of wire-wound resistors, 
button tuners and new condenser types. 


“Kathanode” Spun Glass 


A. H. Daggett, president of Gould 
Storage Battery Corp., states that the 
“Kathanode” spun glass mat principle 
is now available to all American bat- 
tery manufacturers. Mr. Daggett 
stated that he had concluded negotia- 
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tions with the originators, the D.P. 
Company of Derbyshire, England, per- 
mitting Gould to license the Owens- 
Corning Fiberglas Corp. to manufac- 
ture the mats for use in storage 
batteries made and sold in the United 
States. 


Drop in Net Shown 
by Allis-Chalmers 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. 
reports for the quarter ended March 
31 net profit of $710,277, equivalent 
to 40 cents a share on 1,775,092 shares 
of common stock. This compares with 
$1,403,649, or 79 cents a share, in the 
same quarter last year. 

Unfilled orders on March 31 totaled 
$12,367,519, as against $20,248,026 on 
the same date last year. 

Billings for the first quarter this 
year were $17,561,414, against $20,- 
310,099 in the March quarter of 1938. 
Orders booked for the quarter totaled 
$19,517,521, against $19,314,558. 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., announces that net 
profit for the three months was $56,702, 
against a loss of $34,417 in the corre- 
sponding period of 1938. 

Net profit of the Weston Electrical In- 
strument Corp. for the first quarter of this 
year will be about 8 or 9 per cent less 
than in the similar period last year, when 
$57,028 was earned, Edward W. Weston, 
president, stated at a recent meeting of 
stockholders. From the backlog of orders 
on hand, Mr. Weston said that he foresaw 
a profit in April and May, and possibly in 
June, with the entire second quarter run- 
ning ahead of last year. 

Among the reports covering 1938 
operations recently issued are the fol- 
lowing: 

Continental-Diamond Fibre — Including 
wholly owned subsidiaries, net loss, $616,- 
154, compared with 1937 net profit of 
$275,561. Current assets as of December 
31 amounted to $2,722,974 and current 
liabilities were $395,049. 

Electric Household Utilities—Including 
subsidiaries, net loss $378,042, compared 
with $312,156 in 1937. 

National Pole & Treating—Net loss, 
$82.365, compared with $20,500 loss in 
1937. 
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Profit Gain Shown 
by General Electric 
Sales billed by General Electric Co. 


during the first quarter this year totaled 
$68,537,269, as against $65,086,557 
during the like quarter last year, an in- 
crease of 5 per cent, Gerard Swope, 
president, told stockholders at their an- 
nual meeting last week. 

Mr. Swope said that profits available 
for dividends amounted to $7,373,431, 
or 26 cents a share, as against $7,075,- 
739, or 25 cents a share, in the first 
quarter last year. 

Orders received during the first quar- 
ter totaled $86,882,953, against $65,- 
376,400 in the like 1938 quarter, a 
gain of 33 per cent. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have announced the following sales ap- 
pointments: 


Everstick Anchor Co. has appointed the 

. D. Howze Sales Co. representative in 
the territory of California and Arizona. 

Esterline-Angus Co., Inc., announced the 
appointment of H. L. Hildenbrand as ex- 
clusive representative for the metropolitan 
New York area. Mr. Hildenbrand joined 
Esterline-Angus in 1933 and for the past 
five years he has been handling the sale of 
its products in Pittsburgh. 

Benwood Linze Co., St. Louis, Mo., will 
be the domestic and export sales agents 
for the B-L Electric Manufacturing Co. of 
St. Louis. Benwood Linze has acquired 
the interests of the Brenkert Light Pro- 
jection Co. in the manufacture of rectifier 
equipment. 

Allen-Bradley Co. has appointed the 
Missouri Valley Electric Co. of Kansas 
City, Mo., wholesale distributor of its 
motor control equipment for Kansas and 
western Missouri. 

A. B. Chance Co., Utilities Division, Cen- 
tralia, Mo., has placed Jack Rice in charge 
of the eastern branch of its sales organiza- 
tion with headquarters in New York. For 
several months Mr. Rice has been active 
in the California office. Jack Curtright, 
who has been traveling a short time for 
the company in the Central states, has 
been transferred to western territory and 
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will cover most of Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, western Montana, Utah, Arizona, 
Nevada, and California. Ollie Anderson, 
who recently joined the organization, will 
travel throughout the country making 
demonstrations and showing the use of 
Tips Hot-Line Tools. Mr. Anderson was 


formerly connected with the Alabama 
Power Co. at Mobile. 


Washer Shipments 
Make Sharp Advance 


Household washer shipments estab- 
lished some long-time records in March 
and the first quarter of this year. The 
total came close to 400,000 units for 
the three months, reaching 392,519. It 
was the industry’s biggest quarter since 
the third in 1937, showing an increase 
of 38 per cent over the total of 284,370 
in the first quarter of 1938 and 47.2 per 
cent over the final quarter of 1938, 
according to J. R. Bohnen, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the American 


Washer and lIroner Manufacturers’ 
Association. 
Factory shipments of washers in 


March were the highest for any month 
in two years, being 152,725. Household 
ironers shipped in the three months 
were 27,831, compared to 30,517 in the 
opening quarter of 1938, and a fraction 
under the shipments of 27,959 in the 
final quarter of 1938. March ironer 
shipments totaled 11.607, compared to 
10,727 in March, 1938. 


Locomotive Shipments Off 


Shipments of mining and industrial 
electric locomotives during the first 
quarter, as reported by ten manufac- 
turers, comprising practically the entire 
industry, totaled 55 valued at $267,190, 
as against shipments of 102 valued at 
$473,249 for the fourth quarter and 67 
valued at $312,573 for the first quarter 
last year, according to the Department 
of Commerce. 


Enters Air Equipment Field 


Borg-Warner Corp., Chicago, has 
acquired the Pump Engineering Serv- 
ice Corp., Cleveland, purchase of which 
will give Borg-Warner an entry in the 
aviation field. Pump Engineering for 
several years has been a leading manu- 
facturer of airplane parts. 





New York Metal Prices 


Apr. 26, 1939 Apr. 18, 1939 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic .... 10.00* 10.50* 
lead Am. S. & R. price 4.75 4.75 
eid. eee 11.25 11.50 
Nickel ingot ........... 35.00 35.00 
ZING GREE cctiswcesec 4.89 4.89 
T n MO ain cdcnciunns 48.25 46.875 
Aluminum, 99 per cent 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


While some hesitancy is in evidence regarding forward orders, some pick-up 
in business is expected when the New York fair gets under way. Business is 
showing signs of leveling off because of uncertainty regarding the European 
situation. Very little encouragement has come from the Washington Adminis- 


tration. 


NEW YORK 


Final preparations for the opening of 
New York World’s Fair have stimulated 
business during the past week. Merchants 
in this area expect retail trade to swing 
into a major boom once the stream of 
visitors starts. Building construction con- 
tinues its upward trend, with a great deal 
of new home building in evidence. 

Reports from electrical manufacturers 
indicate that orders are spotty although 
showing some expansion over last year. 
Utility construction is getting under way 
with several new jobs under consideration. 
Continued expansion in power output in- 
dicates that plans of some utilities for 
additional generating capacity will be 
speeded. 

A pick-up in industrial equipment or- 
ders is being looked for now that indus- 
tries are being pushed to make further 
economies in operations to offset the rise 
in taxes. There has been some evidence 
in this direction. 

The European situation continues to 
keep business in a state of uncertainty. 
Some hedging has been noted, but for the 
most part forward orders have been slack. 
Inventories are relatively low, but are con- 
sidered in a good state. 

Many believe that once the Washington 
Administration convinces business of its 
appeasement program industrial activity 
will show substantial improvement. The 
recent educational orders of the War De- 
partment are expected to give a fillip to 
industrial production and increase em- 
ployment. 


NEW ENGLAND 


The Norwich, Conn., municipal light de- 
partment has purchased a condenser rated 
at 5,750 sq. ft. capacity from the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. Indus- 
trial equipment sales are steady and in fair 
volume, but the market in this area is 
bolstered for the most part by orders from 
U. S. government departments. 

An encouraging note is sounded by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, which 
has decided to extend loans to New Eng- 
land manufacturers for the purchase of 
new machinery. 

Line materials are in fair demand. Dis- 
tribution transformers and regulators are 
selling well according to one manufacturer. 
Shipments of poles and crossarms are gain- 
ing and line hardware is being bought for 
short service extensions. The city of Boston 
has received bids for about 12,000 ft. of 
lead and loom-covered lateral cable. A 
manufacturer of small electric furnaces 
reports a better trend throughout the East 
in the furnace business as compared with 
the first quarter of this year. 

Electric cooking appliances for institu- 
tional cafeterias are active; unit heater 
equipment with 3-hp. motor-driven ven- 
tilating fans are being considered for Bos- 
ton schools. One prominent distributor of 
appliances reports that sales of electric 
laundering equipment have doubled to date 
as compared with last year. Oil-burning 
equipment jis active and electric sign in- 
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stallations in the Boston area show a steady 
gain in the use of this type of displays. 
Electric cooking attracted great interest at 
the annual Boston hotel show last week. 


CHICAGO 


Sentiment in this area was noticeably 
uneasy and business activity in general 
showed definite signs of leveling off during 
the past week. Diminishing momentum 
spread further over the industrial horizon, 
with indecision apparent on a_ broader 
front. 

Prospects of a good year in the construc- 
tion industry continued favorable, how- 
ever, as plans for new building showed 
considerable expansion. Value of new 
residential building in Illinois during 
March gained 38 per cent over February 
and 98 per cent over March, 1938. Non- 
residential construction rose 10 per cent 
above the previous month and 18 per cent 
over March last year. 

Electrical power output increased 
slightly over the previous week to a level 
16 per cent above a year ago. Electric 
appliances continue to move along at a 
good rate, with the larger items making a 
very favorable showing. Utility buying 
continues to increase slowly and shows a 
substantial 


improvement over last vear. 
Orders for industrial equipment have 
slackened slightly, but remain approxi- 


mately 30 per cent above last year at this 
time. 

Outdoor lighting equipment sales show 
an average seasonal pick-up and_ the 
demand for commercial lighting is substan- 
tially above a year ago. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Prices on such wiring staples as rigid 
iron conduit and rubber-covered wire are 
weaker, especially in the Bay area. Many 
major buildings are scheduled for early 
construction and smaller and widely scat- 
tered projects have been approved for 
construction in California. In Nevada $30.- 
000 additional to the $173,000 already 
allotted for the 102-mile REA line in 
Clark County, and much mining equip- 
ment, including new National Lead sub- 
sidiary in the Pioche area. Arizona reports 
a prospective power plant at Parker Dam 
and transmission line to Phoenix, with a 
prospective U. S. credit of $6,800,000 as a 
part of the Metropolitan water district, 
to relieve what is reported as a critical 
shortage of power in central Arizona. 
E] Centro area of the Imperial Valley is in 
the market for a 100-mile distributing sys- 
tem requiring 2,200 poles, 4,800 crossarms, 
300,000 lbs. wire, 14,000 high-tension in- 
sulators, 3,000 meters and 60 transformers, 
sizes 1144 to 100 kva. 

Retail business continues very cautious 
and this buying attitude has spread from 
consumer to dealer, so that several na- 
tional campaigns on particular appliances, 
such as toasters, waffle irons and roasters, 
have been temporarily affected by depart- 
ment store disposition to dispose of older 
stocks first. 
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Stocks and Bonds Rise in Week 
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Electric power and light securities sounded a firmer tone during the week, with the 
“Electrical World” index of common stocks rising 0.4 point to 28.8; index a year ago, 
25.1. Encouraging gains were made also by bonds, as the index gained 0.5 point to 104.2 





$62,500,000 Issue 
Sold by Gatineau 


A new issue of $62,500,000 Gatineau 
Power Co. first mortgage 334 per cent 
series A and B bonds, due 1969, was 
offered this week. The offering is the 
largest Canadian corporate issue so far 
registered under the Securities Act. The 
issue was divided between $52,500,000 
series A bonds, payable in American 
dollars, which were offered at 9814, 
and $10,000,000 series B bonds, payable 
in Canadian dollars, offered at 98. 

Proceeds of the issue, together with 
the proceeds of a $7,300,000 loan to 
Gatineau Power Co. by several Ameri- 
can and Canadian banks and the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of 35,000 shares of 
5% per cent cumulative preferred 
stock to be offered in Canada, will be 
used to redeem the company’s $68.,- 
014,500 outstanding 5 per cent first 
mortgage gold bonds on June 1. This 
financing will effect a reduction of ap- 
proximately $800,000 annually in the 
company’s interest charges, which sav- 
ing will be used for debt retirement. 


Bondholders Advise 
Abitibi Power Sale 


\ bondholders’ protective committee 
of the Abitibi Power & Paper Co., 
Ltd., has filed an amendment with the 
SEC to a registration statement cover- 
ing certificates of deposit for $48,- 
267,000 of first mortgage, series A, 5 
per cent bonds of 1953. The amendment 
advised strongly that the company be 
reorganized by a straight action for 
sale under the mortgage rather than 
under federal statutes. If attempted 
under the statutes, the committee, said, 
the reorganization would have “very 
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expensive, dilatory and negatory re- 
sults.” 

The group of bondholders desiring 
that the assets be put up for sale 
consists of the Canada Life Assurance 
Co., Confederation Life Association, 
Continental Life Insurance Co., Em- 
pire Life Insurance Co., London Life 
Insurance Co., Manufacturers Life In- 
surance Co., Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
of Canada, North American Life Assur- 
ance Co., Northern Life Assurance Co. 
of Canada, Sun Life Assurance Co. and 
Royal Securities Corp., Ltd. Their hold- 
ings of bonds amount to $8,130,000. 


SEC Issues Orders 
on Utility Pleas 


Registration statement covering 200,- 
000 shares of no par value $5 dividend 
preferred stock has been filed with the 
SEC by the Pacific Lighting Corp. The 
stock is to be offered in exchange to 
holders of the company’s $6 dividend 
preferred stock on the basis of one 
share of $5 preferred and $3 in cash 
for each share of $6 preferred. The 
exchange offer will expire May 11. 
Any shares not taken under the ex- 
change offer are to be purchased by 
a group of underwriters and offered to 
the public. 

SEC has issued an order denying an 
application made by Illinois Iowa Power 
Co. for exemption from provisions of the 
Holding Company Act. The application 
was turned down, the commission said, 
because of the “very large” proportion of 
the business of the company’s system being 
conducted by its subsidiaries rather than 
by the company itself. 

An order has been issued by the com- 
mission exempting from the provisions of 
the Holding Company Act the sale of 
$17,500,000 bonds of the Northern States 
Power Co. of Wisconsin, the sale of 25,327 
shares of $100 par common stock and 
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the assumption of $1,703,000 bonds of 
Chippewa Power Co. The commission also 
approved the sale by Northern States 
Power Co. of Minnesota of $2,532,700 
bonds to Northern States Power Co. of 
Wisconsin in exchange for the common 
stock mentioned above. 

granted to the Manufacturers 
Trust Co., New York, an exemption from 
the Holding Company Act on the ground 
that it became interested in utilities on a 
temporary basis in connection with liquida- 
tion of debts, but denied exemptions re- 
quested by the Utility Service Co., the 
bank’s utility subsidiary and the Eastern 
Minnesota Power Corp., an intermediate 
holding company in the Utility Service 
system. 


Bond Issue 41% Subscribed 


More than $10,400,000 of the final 
block of $25,283,300 of convertible 
debentures, 34% per cent series due 
1958, recently offered by the Common- 
wealth Edison Company, Chicago 
(ELectricaL Worip, March 25, page 
66) had been taken at the close of 
business on April 17, through the exer- 
cise of subscription warrants, accord- 
ing to a statement made by James 
Simpson, chairman. The amount sub- 
scribed to date is 41 per cent of the 
offering. 


Interlocking Amendments 


SEC has announced the adoption of 
several minor amendments to its rules 
under Section 17 (c) of the Holding 
Company Act. This section authorized 
the commission to adopt rules permit- 
ting interlocking relationships where 
the public interest or the interest of 
investors or consumers will not be ad- 
versely affected. 


Utility Settles Tax Claim 


F. R. Phillips, president of Phila- 
delphia Co., has announced that an 
agreement had been reached with the 
federal government for a $7,328,915 
settlement of tax claims against the 
company and its subsidiaries. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 

1939 1938 
¢Blackstone Valley G. & E. $990,909 $838,710 
+Detroit Edison and subs.. 9,173,942 8,360,417 
*Duquesne Light .......... 9,301,078 9,831,950 
*El Paso Elec. and subs.... 368, 384,706 
*Gulf States Uftilities....... 2,142,989 1,975,366 
*Louisville G. & E. (Del.) 

MN Is, oss cannes ceesne 1,205,708 1,265,978 
*Northern Indiana Pub. 

RR Roe oe a ok ean 1,941,339 2,134,651 
+Pub. Serv. N. J. and subs. 23,888,219 23,497,055 
*Puget Sound Pwr. & Lt. 

Rr 1,609,868 1,744,786 
*Virginia Elec. & Pwr...... 3,561,948 3,348,879 
*Western Pub. Serv. and 

BS Nara sass 182,970 179,848 
*Wisconsin Pub. Serv. and 

S.-Y cackeveaoseiewe tas 1,490,322 1,324,503 


tTwelve months ended March 31. 
*Twelve months ended February 28. 
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Copper-Oxide Rectifier 


A new type copper-oxide rectifier for 
oil circuit breaker operation, rated at 50 
amp., has been developed to supersede the 
former 3-amp. unit, or combinations of 
these units. With its increased rating, one 





Copper oxide about one-third 


rectifier; 
smaller than old-type unit; rating, 50 amp., 
20 volts d.c., 220 volts a.c. for two-cycle 
peration not exceeding four per minute. 
General Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


of the new units can replace sixteen or 
seventeen of the former design. It also re- 
quires less space and guards against trouble 
arising from improper balancing or divid- 
ing of current through numerous parallel 
paths. By using fourteen oxide rectifiers in 
each leg of the new unit, instead of the ten 
formerly used, a lower working potential 
of 16.4 volts, as compared with 22 volts, is 
obtained. Washers of the rectifier are 
coated with metallic conducting material 
on the oxide and held in contact with 
about 300 Ib. pressure. 


Refrigerator Sterilizer 


“Sterilamp" for refrigerators. Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co., Mansfield, Ohio. 


\s a “plug-in” accessory for its 1939 
relrigerators, this company has developed 
a ininiature model of its “Sterilamp.” The 
new model is a 614-in. mercury vapor 
imp enclosed in a tube of special glass 
‘hich permits the emission of ultra-violet 
avs to sterilize the food compartment and 

| bacteria. It is said to operate con- 

iously on less than 244 kw.-hr. per 
ith and plugs into the conventional 
gerator lamp socket. 


a a 


Air-Conditioning Units 


mmercial air-conditioning units; 5- and 

ton capacity, Delco-Frigidaire Condi- 
tioning _ division, General Motors Sales 

rp., Dayton, Ohio. Room units, Carrier 
~orp., Syracuse, N. Y 


Supplementing their 3-ton unit of last 
r, one company is offering two new 
anc larger self-contained air-conditioning 
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units for commercial use. One, a 5-ton 
unit, is powered by a 5-hp. motor and 
takes up only 44 by 22 in. of floor space. 
The other, a 10-ton unit, uses a 10-hp. 
motor. Two new room air-conditioning 
units, one only 26-in. high, are announced 
by another firm. The “midget” unit, the 
first developed by this company, has the 
cooling effect of melting 1,000 lb. of ice; 
the second unit has the same cooling 
capacity as last year’s model, but has been 
redesigned to take up 20 per cent less 
floor space in all. It is 31 in. high. Both 
units plug into an electric outlet. 


Portable Ventilating Unit 


For use where attic ventilation cannot 
be applied, either because there is no 
access to an attic or because sufficient 
attic space is not available, a new portable 
ventilating unit has been put on the mar- 
ket. The unit is mounted in the manner 
shown; when the fan is not running the 
venetian blind can be closed, restoring 
room privacy. A 30-in. fan, powered by 
a \4-hp. motor, rated at 280 watts, de- 
livers 6,500 cu.ft. per minute of air. 
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"Wind-O-Vent" unit. 
New Orleans, La. 


Reed Unit-Fans, Inc., 


Time Controller 


Type ''S403A"' timer; rating 10 amp. at 110 
volts, 5 amp. at 220 volts, or motors of | 
hp. repulsion-induction, '/2 hp. single phase, 
or % hp. d.c., either 110 or 220 volts. 
Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


A mercury switch is used in this timer, 
which may be set manually to close the 
circuit—perhaps turning off attic fans or 
store lights—and automatically will break 
the circuit at any pre-set time from one- 
half hour to eleven hours. Twisting the 
knob on the front of the timer until the 
desired time interval shows up on the dial 
puts the device in operation. A twist of 
the knob in the counter-clockwise direc- 
tion will turn the current off at any time. 
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Arc Welder 





Both voltage control (“job selector”) 


and current control of this small motor- 
generator type arc welder are calibrated 







"'SA-150" arc welder; current range of 45 


to 200 amp.; uses squirrel-cage induction 
motor, 220 or 440 volts, three- or two-phase, 
60 or 50 cycles. The Lincoln Electric Co., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


and equipped with dials to indicate type of 
work and number of amperes for each set- 
ting. The controls are also continuous in 
operation, to permit fineness of increments 


or decrements. 
* 


Insulating Varnish 


"Synthite PG-I"' clear-baking varnish. 
C. Dolph Co., Newark, N. J. 


John 


Ability to dry throughout even the deep- 
est electrical windings is the outstanding 
feature claimed for a new type of insulating 
varnish. To test the drying characteristics 
of the varnish a quantity was placed in a 
one-pound can and baked in an oven at 
250 deg. F. As the varnish shrank more 
was added so that a depth of two inches 
was maintained and the cup baked long 
enough to insure thorough curing. When 
the can was cut in half the varnish was 
found to be one solid mass. Dielectric 
value of the varnish is placed in excess of 
18,00 volts per mil. 


Voltage Indicator 


The glow tube in this pocket-type high- 
voltage indicator lights up to indicate the 
presence of high voltage when the device 
is held in a changing static field. It is 
designed to give positive indication on 2,000 
volts and up in contact with the outside of 
conductor insulation and at a point several 
times the flashover distance on non-insu- 
lated conductors. 





Commutator 


"Hi-Volt" indicator. Ideal 
Dresser Co., Sycamore, III. 
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Jacksonville Contracts 
for $444,740 Awarded 


Contracts totaling $444,740 have 
been awarded by the Jacksonville, 
Fla., City Commission for improve- 
ments to the city electric plant and 
distribution system. The Miller Elec- 
tric Co. was given the contract for 
changes and additions to the overhead 
transmission and distribution system, 
amounting to $261,000. 

Ivy H. Smith Co., Jacksonville, got 
the award for making changes and 
additions to the whiteway street light- 
ing system with a bid of $116,540. 
To the General Electric Co. went the 
contract for making changes and ad- 
ditions to  street-lighting equipment, 
transformers and lamp equipment at 
a price of $27,200. Standard Trans- 
former Co., Warren, Ohio, secured the 
contract for supplying and _ installing 
power transformers, costing $39,999. 


Plans Plant Expansion 


Martin Electric Co., Detroit, Mich., 
manufacturer of electric welding ma- 
chines and other electrical equipment, 
has completed plans for a new plant on 
East Outer Drive, consisting of two 
main units, both one-story. On com- 
pletion, company will remove present 
plant to new location and carry out 
considerable increased capacity. Bids 
have been asked for general erection 
and award is scheduled to be made 
soon. Augustus Odell, Marquette Build- 
ing, Detroit, is architect. 


Safety Citations Awarded 


Perfect-record emblems of the Na- 
tional Safety Council were awarded 
recently to 226 employees of the Com- 
monwealth Edison Co. service and re- 
pair department who have driven com- 
pany cars a total of 10,614,000 miles 
in city traffic without a chargeable 
accident. The citations are given an- 
nually by the National Safety Council 
as a feature of its “safe driver” contest. 


Develops New Alloy 


The Bureau of Standards reports the 
development of an alloy of gold and 
chromium suited for the construction 
of resistance elements in precise elec- 
trical measuring instruments. A study 
shows that after suitable heat treat- 
ment the resistance of coils containing 
2.1 per cent of chromium does not 
change by more than one point in a 
million when the temperature changes 
from 64 to 95 deg. F. 
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Sales Opportunities 


MisHAwAKA, InD.—Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company, South Bend, Ind., has 
approved plans for immediate construction 
of addition to Twin Branch steam-electric 
generating station at Mishawaka, to in- 
clude installation of new 67,500-kw. turbo- 
generator unit and auxiliary equipment. 
An award for erection of building has 
been made to Sollitt Construction Com- 
pany, South Bend. 


Kansas City, Kan.—City Ice & Fuel 
Company, 6611 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio, plans installation of motors and 
controls, conveyors, compressors, ice and 
refrigerating machinery, precooling appa- 
ratus and other equipment in new branch 
cold storage and refrigerating plant in 
Public Levee district, Kansas City, to be 
one and two-story, 140x360 feet. Cost 
over $650,000. Structure will be erected by 
municipality and leased to company. 
Joseph W. Radotinsky, Commercial Na- 
tional Bank Building, Kansas City, Kan., 
is architect; Walter F. Schulz, Shrine 
Building, Memphis, Tenn., is consulting 
engineer. 


Duncomse, Iowa—Receives bids until 
May 12 for a municipal electrical distribu- 
ting system, including primary and _ sec- 
ondary lines, switchboard and accessory 
apparatus, meters and other service fa- 
cilities. John W. Brown, town clerk, in 
charge. 


PHoenrx, Artz.—Central Arizona Light 
& Power Company and Salt River Valley 
Water Users’ Association, both Phoenix, 
have concluded arrangements with Fed- 
eral Government for construction of a 
hydroelectric generating plant at Parker 
Dam on Colorado River and transmission 
line to Phoenix for power supply. Entire 
project is estimated to cost about $9,000,- 
000 and will be carried out under direction 
of Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, Colo. 
Surveys are now in progress by Bureau 
for transmission line between two points 
noted. to include power substations and 
switching stations. with large terminal 
substations at Phoenix. 


Burrato, N. Y.—General Mills, Inc., 
Chamber of Commerce Building, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, electric hoists, ele- 
vators and other equipment in large multi- 
story cereal mill at Buffalo, to adjoin its 
local flour mill on Michigan Avenue. Cost 
about $2,000,000. Work is scheduled to 


begin soon. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Commonwealth Edison 
Company has approved plans for one-story 
addition to power substation at 6134 
Prairie Avenue, to be 70x 160 feet. In- 
stallation will include distribution trans- 
formers, switchgear and auxiliary equip- 
ment. A building permit has been secured 
and work is scheduled to begin at once. 


Trinipap, CoLto.—Trinidad Electric 
Transmission, Railway & Gas Company 
plans extensions in transmission and dis- 
tributing lines in part of Las Animas 
County, totaling about 31 miles. 


St. Louts, Mo.—United States Engineer 
Office, Court and Custom House, St. Louis, 
receives bids until May 5 for power, control 
and lighting system for Lock and Dam No. 
24, Mississippi River, including lock 
power and control system, with central 
control station switchboard, incoming 
power line, lighting transformers, control 
stations on lock walls, wiring and acces- 
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sory installation; dam power distribution 
system, including conduit system, lighting 
transformers, etc.; lock and dam lighting, 
navigation lights and signal system, in- 
cluding all lighting and signal units, com- 
plete with wiring and auxiliary installa- 
tion; gasoline-electric standby power unit 
in central control station, electric tow- 
haulage units, hand-operated, traveling 
bridge crane, central control station light- 
ing system, fuel oil supply system, tele- 
phone system and other miscellaneous 
work. 


Houston, Tex.—Bethlehem-International 
Supply Company, 7100 Clinton Drive, oil 
well equipment and supplies, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, conveyors, 
electric traveling cranes, electric hoists 
and other equipment in new one-story 
plant addition, 264x320 feet, for which 
superstructure will begin soon. Cost esti- 
mated close to $250,000. W. L. Kane is 
company engineer. 


Bessemer, ALA.—Has secured a Federal 
grant of $143,000 for municipal electric 
distributing system, for which plans have 
been approved. Project will include power 
substation for connection with TVA high- 
tension system, which will furnish supply. 
Work has been started by TVA on trans- 
mission line from hydroelectric generating 
station at Guntersville, Ala., power dam 
to Bessemer, by way of Fulton Springs, 
Ala., about 80 miles. 


East LiverPpoot, Onro—Plans new 
power substation at Ohio Avenue and 
Bushwick Street, for service for municipal 
waterworks plant, including transmission 
lines and facilities. 


Denver, CoLto.—Denver Market & Pro- 
duce Terminal, Inc., Equitable Building, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, loaders, electric hoists and other 
equipment in new market and _ produce 
terminal on site bounded by Walnut and 
Wazee, Ninth and Twelfth Streets, con- 
sisting of several large one-story units. 
Cost about $1,000,000. Work is sched- 
uled to begin soon. Company is a joint 
interest of five railroads, including Denver 
& Rio Grande Western; Chicago, Burling- 
ton & Quincy; Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe: Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific; and 
Colorado & Southern. It was organized 
recently. Robert Rice, vice-president and 
general manager of last noted railroad, is 
president. 


Topeka, Kan.—Paulette & Wilson, 1006 
Kansas Avenue, Topeka, consulting engi- 
neers, are completing plans and will take 
bids soon for primary and secondary lines, 
power substation and service facilities for 
four rural electrification projects in differ- 
ent counties in State, including Marshall- 
Nemaha Rural Electrification Service, Inc., 
Seneca. Kan., cost about $250,000; N.C.K. 
Rural Electric Association. Republic and 
Cloud counties, cost about $175,000: 
Coffey County Rural Electrification Co- 
operative Association, Burlington, Kan., 
cost close to $100,000; and Jewell-Mitchell 
Cooperative Electric Company, Inc., Ionia, 
Kan., cost approximately $140,000. 


GatvesTon, Tex.—City Commission plans 
extensions and improvements in_light- 
ing system, including beacon lamps, 
signal apparatus, etc., at Corrigan airport 
and municipal flying field. Work will be 
carried out in connection with general ex- 
pansion program, comprising new hangar 
and other structures, to cost over $100,000. 


29, 1939 





